
Dr. Runako Whittaker, appointed by the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, is a native of Seattle.  For the past 21 years she has lived in 
Tulsa and has been practicing in the North Tulsa community since 2003. 
After graduating with honors from Clark Atlanta University with a degree 
in biology, she attended the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) 
School of Medicine. She entered a preliminary residency program for a 
year at UCSF -Fresno before being accepted to the University of Oklahoma 
College of Medicine- Tulsa residency program in Pediatrics. Dr. Whittaker 
was a staff pediatrician at Morton Comprehensive Health Services. She 
later became the pediatrician and medical Director of Westview Medical 
Center’s first-ever pediatric clinic, Westview Pediatric Care. Dr. Whittaker is 
a member of Metropolitan Baptist Church, The Tulsa Chapter of The Links, 
Inc., The Oklahoma Black Physicians Alliance, The American Academy of 
Pediatrics and a board member of The Heather Burns Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. Her honors include Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. 
Status of Women Award (2013), Supporters of Families with Sickle Cell 
Disease Physician Advocate Award (2015) and Women of Color Expo - 
Tulsa Woman of The Year (2018). 
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